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JERUSALEM 
Emerson, Lake, & Palmer: Brain Salad Surgery (Atlantic SD 19124) 

Recorded 1973 

"Jerusalem" was banned in England on the radio. Although we tried to get a very orchestral feel, 
as with all the pieces of music that we played with Emerson, Lake, & Palmer, it was still labeled as 
a piece of pop music. For that alone, the BBC would not accept "Jerusalem" as a serious piece of 
music. Even though "Jerusalem" itself is a very serious piece of church music, the BBC thought 
we were degrading it. 

Nevertheless, the drum part to this is interesting. There are some groups of sixes and rolls going in 
a clockwise direction around the drumset. There's a lot of rolling in this. This is an exercise in 
playing a single-stroke roll across the tom-toms while still trying to keep time. Though the timpani 
and chimes parts have been excluded and only the basic drum part has been written, chimes, 
timpani, and drums can be played all by the same person, as I did on the recording of this particular 
song. This is a great piece of music, a good drum part, and I hope you have lots of fun with it. 
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