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Wie Melodien zieht es mir 
poem by Klaus Johann Groth 

Opus 105, No, 1, Original key, Composed 1886, First published 1889, N, Simrock, Berlin, The 5 Lieder of Opus 5 were 
inspired by Brahms' romant ic fr iendship with Hermine Spies, a young singer, Frau Elisabet von Herzogenberg called 
them the "Spies songs," The beginning of "Wie Melodien zieht es mir" is also heard in the first movement of Brahms' 
Violin Sonata in A major. The text is found in Groth's Hunden Blatter , Paralipomena zum Quickbom (1854), Much of 
Groth's (1819-99) fame came from the use of his native Plattdeutsch, or Low German, dialect of Northern (Jermany, 
Groth's Low German poetry brought a new level of respect to speakers of the dialect , Brahms, also a native ofNorthern 
Germany, set only Groth's High German poetry to music, calling his Low German pieces "all roo personal." Low German 
was Brahms' native dialect and the language spoken by his father , Brahms and Groth were good friends, 

Wie Melodien zieht es 

Mit leise durch den Sinn, 

Wie Fruhling,hlumen blclht es 

UnJ , chwebt wie Duft dahin, 

like melodi es it pervades 

my senses sufely , 

like s[lrIng fl nwers it blooms 

and drifts al()ng like fra grance , 

Doch kommt das Wort und faCt es 

Und f(ihrt es vor das Aug, 

Wie Nehelgrau erblarlt es 

Und schwinde t wi e ein Hmlch. 

13w when a wend comes and grasps it 

and brings it before the eye , 

like ,~ ra)' mis t it fade s 

and -vanishe s like a breath, 

Unci dennoch ruht iln Reime 

Vetbotgen wohl c in Duft, 

Den mild ails stilleJn Keime 

Eill feuchre::; l\uge. llifr. 

And yet there rema ins in tile rhyme 

a (crw in hidden frcl,~rance, 
tdlich, gently from the dormant bud , 

a tearful ey e e-vokes , 
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lings-blu men blUht es und schwebt wie Duft da­
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