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We have addressed our Blessed Mother by

several names, a few of which sound terribly
foreign to us. But how often have we addressed
her by her name Inay?

Through the years, Filipino composers in different local
languages have written kundimans and folk songs
speaking of our mothers as inay or nanay. The address
itself evokes an intimacy that remains very native to us
Filipinos. It evokes a certain comfort in poverty, a certain

peace in times of calamity. It evokes an image of Inay

waiting for us to come home after a long day, in order
to calm the quickening in our hearts so that
in peace, she can lead us to her Son.

® Bro. Amnel Aquino, SJ
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